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profile 

rose mortem 
rose mortem 


How long have you been designing 
clothes? 

Ever since I can remember. When I was 
very small, I drew pictures of people 
wearing all sorts of styles of clothes, 
usually very dramatic. Before long I had 
a little sewing kit and was making dolls 
and doll clothing. The best thing I made 
in that stage was when I was about 

doll dress out of plastic wrap and 
twisties. I think my mother stilt has if. 

By the time I was in high school, my 

things I had purchased and altered, or 
made from scratch. Designing and 
sewing have been lifelong passions. 

What influences or inspires your 

Living life itself has been the greatest 
inspiration. If I had to be specific, I 
would say emotion above all else, and 
the desire to display emotions. Music, 
books, people, places, images, all of 
these things have made their mark on 
me and my art. The motivation to create 
the style of clothing I do comes from 
pure emotion, and the desire to display 
what is inside of one's self on the 
outside. When I was growing up, I 
never felt right in the clothes I wore, so I 
started making them myself. This was 
because no one was making anything 
that suited my personality and reflected 
who I was. Every subculture has a form 
of identity through fashion, and I think 
it's natural to reflect who you are through 
what you choose to wear. I love the 
idea that I am creating something that 
makes the wearer feel free to be who 
they truly are. 










Features button up chest, 
upstanding collar, oversized 
forward facing cuffs, and 
below knee-length flared 
skirting that points in rear. 
Shown with bridal satin 
dirndl skirt with 4 inch 


What's your favorite piece of 
clothing? 

This is a hard question, it's like asking 
a musician to pick a favorite song, 
when they all have different meanings 
and special remembrances. So I will 
give you a few answers: My favorite 
thing to wear every day is an old ;’>T 
sundress I've had tor years, it has 
spaghetti straps, princess seams and 
is ankle-length. It has a black 
background with tiny red and white 
roses on it. My sundress is like- * 
Phaedrus' motorcycle gloves in Zen 
and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance 
- the ones he just can't throw away 
even though they're torn and dirty and 
remain in the shape of his hand even 
when he's not wearing them. My 
sundress is the most beautiful thing I 
own. 

If I'm going out to a club, 
however, I tend to lean towards the 
dramatic. My ragdoll skirts and my 
handkerchief skirts are my favorites to 
pair up with a drapey sleeved top and 
corset. To top it off, I always have, 
something in my hair, usually ribbons, 
tulle or chiffon strips. 

For a more elegant evening out, 1 
choose a gown, my personal favorite 
being the Satin Ball Gown with a tulle 
train in the rear, or the Pouf Side: Train 
gown. Add a pair of opera gloves and 

feel like Audrey Hepburn. ^ 

How has the reception been for 
your line of gothic maternity and 
children's clothing? 

I never imagined such a huge 
response for this type of fashion Ts; 
design. I've received several advance 
orders, special requests, and have. ■ 
already sold over a dozen children’s 
items since my introduction of the line 
in April of this year. I couldn't be more 5 
pleased with the positive response 
from parents and friends of parents-to- 
be. I only hope 1 Can keep up with the 


continued on page 10 





Do you plan on expanding the 
selection of gothic maternity and 
children's clothing? 

Yes, as soon as possible. I've 
scheduled photo shoots twice to show 
the maternity line, but recently lost my 
pregnant model due to relocating, so 
there will be a short wait (September or 
October) before the maternity line is 
released. I also have a new selection 
of boy’s clothing including vests and 
gauze shifts (which will be added to the 
grown up boy’s section, too!) that I 
believe will be eagerly received. 

You have a nice selection of gothic 
veils. Which design has been 
popular for buyers? 

My most popular veil is the Venician 
Headpiece Veil, which is my personal 
favorite as well. It combines a double 
layer of knee-length tulle gathered over 
black headpiece wire, ornate Venician 
lace around the forehead piece, and 
two sections of lightweight chain draped 
beneath the lace. It is the most unique, 
detailed and beautiful veil I have yet 
created, and I was very pleased to 
incorporate it in to the company's logo. 

Are new designs in the works and if 
so, can you tell us a little bit about 
them? 

I have a desire to experiment with the 
various effects of lines. My favorite 
designs are always those with striking 
necklines, hemlines, or seams, so i 
would like to take this further and create 
beautiful, yet geometrically intriguing 
designs that focus on the irregularity of 
a cut, or draw attention to a jagged or 
straight line where one was not 
expected to be. No matter what I do, I 
think my customers can count on my 
integrity to the dark, dramatic and 
beautiful gothic aesthetic. 

When can we expect those to be 
available? 

I will be releasing a fall/winter line in 
October, combined with a fashion show 
to release the new line the same month. 
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interview 


a great drummer, Jimmy Cleveland, and 
guitarist, Benn Ra, to join me. Since I 
don't want to play my keyboards while 
singing for shows, I asked my friend 
Sharon to play keyboards and sing 
backup vocals. 


What are your inspirations for your 

My music and lyrics are my way of 
venting pain that has no other outlet. I 
once lost a dear friend to suicide and I 
dedicated this album to her and to all 
those who understand. She took her life 
because she couldn't end her cycle of 
abusive relationships. Many of my bitter 
lyrics, such as in "Cruelty Games," stab 
back at betrayal, masochism, and 
emotional torture. "Enslaved" is about 

really hate because of slavery to your 
emotions. "Bed of Lies" is about my 
ex-boyfriend who cheated on me for 
over a year. Thus, my songs are 
unfortunately inspired by my real life 
experiences. "You’re The Psycho" 
exposes the hypocrisy of many people in 
our scene who call everyone "psychos," 
yet they are often far worse than those 
they accuse, since many have absolutely 
no conscience about the pain they cause 
to others. I trained as a classical pianist 
from the age of eight, and I used to play 
a lot of intense Beethoven pieces. As a 
result, my writing style has been greatly 
influenced by Beethoven's strong style. I 
like to write a lot of fast double octave 
strings and I need a keyboard with all 88 
keys. I am also influenced by a lot of 
powerful female vocalists, such as 
Siouxsie, Berlin, Eurythmics, and Sinead 
O'Connor. I also love both industrial and 
goth bands. I love Snog and Das Ich, but 
I also like Christian Death. 


Do you do anything differently being 
a "girl" band? Do you think it's 

it is harder because recordingrmixdown 
engineers and programmers are almost 
all men and they aren't used to working 

that many bands where the music is 
written, programmed, sung, and 
produced by women. Some engineers 
don't respect that I programmed my own 
songs, and many don't respect my 
opinions about how I want my own 
songs mixed down. However, I was 
pretty strong-willed about co-producing 
and co-mixing all of my songs. Thus, in 
the future, I would like to learn the final 
step how to do my own mixdowns using 
ProTools/Logic software. 

You two seem to have the "Ballerina 
from Hell" look. What sort of themes 
or historical periods influence/inspire 
your style? Do you carry this style 
onto the stage? 

Yes, it is a favorite style. I think it 
evolved from watching too many 
"costume dramas," since I love old time 
period movies with the gorgeous diva 
type gowns. However, I prefer for 
everything to look like a tattered and 
broken diva. I feel that is very symbolic 
for "Diva Destruction”. I came up with 
the name to mean a diva who has been 
destroyed by love. The tattered diva idea 
is a big part of our theatrical and intense 
live stage shows. My shredded gown 
and hair ribbons blow in the many fans 
onstage and I feel like some sort of 
Medusa. We also have lots of red and 
black sheer material blowing as back 
drops, and many red lights and strobes. 
During some shows, we even create a 
snow blizzard by using a special snow 
machine. We begin each show by 


candles for the suicide shrine. We have 
a hangman's noose, suicide note, and 
lots of dried roses. Since 1 lost a close 
friend to suicide, I feel like I am venting 
her pain and my pain while I belt out my 
bitter lyrics. Thus, my performances are 
a cathartic experience for me, and 1 think 
this comes across to the audience. 

For the Gothic Beauty readers out 
there, what "beauty" tips would you 
give? 

I guess my favorite "beauty tip" is false 
eyelashes. They are certainly faster than 
drawing on my eyeliner and eyebrows, 
and they can enhance your look so 
easily. I now have them in many sizes, 
shapes, and colors. I know some drag 
queens that cut feathers into wedges 
and glue them on like false eyelashes. 
Sometimes I try this, but this is not so 
easy. You can get some of the most 
incredible beauty tips from drag queens, 
since they study the details that make 
the transformation. My favorite items of 
distinction are my very long tattered lace 
and ribbons that I tie into my hair. I like 
the way they blow above my head when 
I am onstage in front of the fans. Lip 
liner and lipstick are the items I can't 
leave home without. I guess I lick them 
off a lot. 

What supporting/uplifting words 
would you like to express as we close 
our interview? 

Be careful who you destroy so carelessly 
in life, they may write a whole album 
about you one day.* 

Debra Fogarty was interviewed byAstrid 
Favro-Heald 

www.divadestruction.com 
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Vampire 

Technology 


Above: Flesh for Eve's Evelyne Bennri mid Vampire Technology designer Alicio Goredkl model Custom Rubber Hair Pieces Courtesy < 
Vampire Technology. Photography for Vampire Technology by Forrest Black and Amelia:ti;Fprrest@BitieBlood.net and Amelia@BlucBlood.nrt1 


Jicia Gorecki and Devin Merkel are artists who work in 
a number of different media. What they are best 
known for are their over-thetop reclaimed rubber 
clothes. Rather than going the delicate latex route, they haunt 
junkyards and places where busses go to die (how Gothic!), in 
order to find the materials for their designs. They use super 
heavy rubber recycled from truck tires and all sorts of similar 
things. This means that, even though they have some specific 
designs, every piece is, to some extent, a one-of an original, - 
somethmg unique for its wearer. 


candle holders; and more. Their multitude of creations have 
appeared in places as varied as a German cigarette 
commercial and a robotic daw prototype for Sega, Alicia and 
Devin frequently collaborate with the always glamorous 
Evelyne Bennu, lead singer of the popular Gothic band Flesh 
for Eve. Both Alicia and Devin have; performed with Flesh for 
Eve and the band is regularly outfitted with spectacular new 
Vampire Technology gear. The futuristic yet primal look of 
Vampire Technology’s designs goes very well indeed with the 
dark synthpop stylings, of Flesh for Eve. 


If you need furniture to match your Mad Max wardrobe, Alicia You can find out more about both Flesh for Eve and Vampire 
and Devin make custom chairs, end tables, dressing screens, Technology online at www.vlpjpifetechnoiogy.com ♦ 
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Vampire Technology designer 
Alicia Gorecki models 
Patchwork Ball Gown, Corset 
Mittens, and Cyber Headgear 
Courtesy Vampire 
^Technology 
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interview 


Your new album Feather and Fate is 
out now. What did you do differently 
in Feather and Fate than in previous 
albums? 

Music, for me, is a conversation. It is a 
conversation between the listener and 
the progenitor. Both are equal 
participants. They must trust each other. 
Every Mors Syphilitica record is a 
different topic of conversation. 
PRIMROSE was a conversation about 
romance. And I used the words that best 
described the feeling I was trying to 
impart. Was PRIMROSE a perfect 
argument in defense of romance? No. It 
strayed from the topic as all discussions 
do. But it was an attempt. It strove for 
truth and (like most of the works of man) 
it failed. But as a record of an attempt to 
reach unachievable high, I have learned 
to live with it. I despise almost everything 
that is made from my skinny hands. A 
meta-self hovers above my labor and 
criticizes my every step, driving me to a 
perfection that I am incapable of. These 
"failures” are lined up together and 
released as a record. My heart is 
crushed, and I escape into oil painting. 
Painting is, for me, the temple of my 
private pleasures. Of course I hate my 
paintings as much as I hate my music. 
But this is ultimately the way I like it. To 
be driven by my feeble humanity, and to 
strive for a self that supersedes my 
humanity. When I paint, I listen to other’s 
music. I let it inspire me, push me into 
places I love, bore me into a coma so 
that I may work for uninterrupted 
hours at a span, and remind me of the 
power of a song. Within time, I can no 
longer take the torment of painting, and I 
have forgotten the torment of making 
music. Listening to PRIMROSE no 
longer stings as it once did. I can 
almost hear the purity I was striving for. 

I can appreciate for the first time my 
22 Gothic Beauty 


beautiful wife's voice, as she floats 
above the music. FEATHER AND FATE 

risk something to achieve my conception 
of beauty. A constant din of heavy 
guitars would choke the life from my 
wife's lilting vocals. I wanted a bed for 
her voice. And sometimes beds are soft. 
All that I can say is "I dared to try and 
please myself." What I have said 
before (to continue the "conversation" 
metaphor) had nothing to do with 
FEATHER AND FATE. I have no 
allegiance to any previous sound or 
song of mine. It is not my duty to 
confine myself to an inescapable box. 
That is the job of the press. My duty is 
to the "truth" of the song. FEATHER 
AND FATE is finished. It pains me to 
have to defend or discuss it. Please, I 
beg you, let it fend for itself. Just listen 
to it. Think not of where it came from. 
Just let it be the thing that it is. You 
might find it enjoyable, even beautiful. 
And when our next record is released 
don't start saying, "What are all these 
loud guitars? This sounds nothing like 
FEATHER AND FATE!" 

What's the meaning behind your 
name Mors Syphilitica? 

The name "Mors Syphilitica" was taken 
from a print. An artist for whom I always 
felt great sympathy was its creator. The 


was a bad choice for the name of a 
band. Those words don't seem to impart 
the feeling of quiet understanding and 
the brutal ravages of hope's loss that the 
print itself delivers. When Requiem in 
White first disbanded, my intent was to 
release every CD with a different band's 
name. This (I thought) would enable me 
to make music that people would listen 
to with fresh ears. There would be no 
preconceptions. People could not say "I 


like it, but it doesn’t sound like bla, bla, 
bla." They would just say "I like it." So I 
released The N.C.S. and then Mors 
Syphilitica. But I overestimated people's 
ability to open their hearts and 
comparisons were made with Requiem 
in White. I was wrong. I decided that it 
would be easier to just keep going with 
the name I had last used. Mors 
Syphilitica could just as easily been 
called The N.C.S. It would have been 
the same band with the same records, 
only the name would be different. 

The Hues of Longing is one of my 
favorite tracks from the new album. 
Was there a special story behind it's 
concept? How did that song come 
together? 

The loud crashing sound at the 
beginning of the song is actually the 
sound of the bass being thrown across 
the room in anger. All of the equipment 
was breaking and all hope seemed lost. 
The bass smashed to pieces upon 
impact with the floor, but luckily the tape 
was still rolling and the sound of 
desperation was caught forever. 

How would you describe your music? 
FEATHER AND FATE (in my mind) is 
Pop Music and not an experimental 
heap of atonal escapes from 
accountability. I meant every note on 
that record. And it's a nice feeling to 
have a Pop song, made from all those 
styles of music, work. As time passes, I 
may even grow to like the song.4 


Eric Hammer was interviewed by Steven 
Holiday 

www.morssyphilitica.com 
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The press has called them 
"King's of the LA Industrial 
scene" and has commended 
them for "Taking LA by the 
throat." They have won every 
"Best Modern Industrial 
Band" title given out by the 
local music awards. They 
have a song in Artisan 
Entertainment's feature film 
"Soul Survivors," and are on 
the 2001 Billboard Hard 
music compilation which 
showcases upcoming 
talent. I caught up 
with Vinny Rakit 
here, in 
Gothic 






interview 



For starters, can you give us a brief 
history of RAK1T? 

I began writing from a very dark place in 
my life in April of 1998. Late nights 
cooped up in my writing closet with the 
machines. What birthed out of those 
dark times lead to a nucleus of RAKIT 
signature songs. "Rage Power," my first, 
Lethargic, and M.I.A.B all came to me 
during that time. Shortly thereafter I ran 
some ads looking for a drummer and 
bassist and formed my original line-up 
off a 4 track recording of those three 
songs. After four months of me writing 
and rehearsing with the band I had my 
music attorney send the 4 track 
recordings to club agents around 
Hollywood and LA. The response was 
really good and we got all kinds of 
shows offered to us. The problem was 
that we had no fan base at that time and 
the clubs want you to bring 50 people or 
more. We drew like 3 people to our first 
show because no one had heard of us. 
We have come a long way since then! 

We now perform in the major venues to 
i large audiences. RAKIT has also opened 
for national touring acts such as 
|Front242. 

I know your music is featured in the 
Artisan film, "Soul Survivors.” What 
can you tell me about that particular 
project? Will you also be on the 
soundtrack? 

| Well where do I start. A music supervisor 
working for MTV heard a 4 track version 
of "Rage Power" that was on a 
(compilation. She licensed the song for 
MTV's show "Undressed." Then we got a 
call from her about a producer who really 
loved the song and wanted to use it for 
this Industrial club scene in the film 
"Soul Survivors." The movie is dark and 
eerie and has some young popular 
actors in it. The club scene is basically a 


huge swarm of really cool looking people 
dancing and vibing to "Rage Power." We 
are going to do a video for the song as 
well which is really exciting. I saw an 
advanced copy of the movie because we 
are doing the video for the film and it is 
really very cool. Since the 4 track 
version of "Rage Power" I have recorded 
the song on 32 tracks but the 4 track 
version may still be used in the movie 
because it is more raw . The soundtrack 
has the 32 track recording of "Rage 
Power." The sound track has tracks on it 
from bands like Amen and Harvey 
Danger. The film, video, and soundtrack 
are all due out in September. 

I've read that you're a classically 
trained guitarist. How do you think 
musicians with that background differ 
in the writing/performing process 
than those who don't have that 
behind them? 

My opinion is Classical music is all about 
theory and technique. I mastered it, 
forgot it, and now I am writing from 
instilled harmony and understanding of 
theory and composition. Knowledge is 
power. Those who haven't studied 
music theory and composition write from 
a limited understanding. As far as 
performance goes, that is even across 
the board and comes from lots of live 
experience over time. 

I'm sure our readers would be 
curious: What motivates your sound, 
your lyrics? 

As a song writer I don't listen to any 
music and I haven’t in over 3 years. I am 
a firm believer that if you listen to people 
for influences then they win and you 
lose. You lose the right to be completely 
original because you subconsciously 
clone those you listen to. This practice 
has put me in touch with the energy I 


words, I am channeling all my anger and 
passion into my music on another level 
because I don't give my energy to other 
artists. You gravitate to music that gives 
you a release. RAKIT is my release! My 
lyrics come from that same place. The 
vocal melody happens first and I match it 
with an equally fueled message. 

Are you touring or recording anytime 

We have plans to play regionally by the 
end of the year and I have plans on 
going back in the studio around 
November to finish up some tracks and 
record some new material. 

In terms of Industrial, Neo-Industrial, 
Dance, what-have-you, where do you 
see the scene and music going in the 
next few years? Do you think artists 
will continue to be progressive and 
experimental? 

I feel we are headed for more electronic 
influences in heavy modem music. I see 
more hard music artists in LA changing 
their sound. They are becoming more 
song oriented Industrial influenced 
bands. I see more Goth bands adding 
heavy guitars to their music trying to 
cross over to the mainstream. I can't 
speak for other artists, per se, but I know 
I will continue to be experimental with 
RAKIT. ♦ 


RAKIT was interviewed by Jessikae 


www.rakit.net 
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US annual subscription -£20.00 
(UK pounds sterling only!) 


For purchase in US dollars, 
please visit 
www.deathrock.com 


Wanna stock meltdown UK? 
Contact us at the address 
below! 


Please make bankers drafts 
payable to "N. Scharf' 






interview 


Who would you site as your 
influences, and what really drives 
your music? 

My main influences musicwise came 
from being exposed to bands like the 
Cure, and Pink Floyd. Pretty much any 
band that is able to pull-off what I call 
the "big” sound. You hear this type of 
sound a lot in those aforementioned 
artists and also in people like the Sisters 
of Mercy, Gary Numan (especially his 
new stuff), and Trance To The Sun. The 
band that really blew me out of the water 
honestly was Lycia. To this day I have 
never heard a band that sounded quite 
as large, full, and lush. The first time I 
heard "Ionia" my perspective on music 
changed forever. They easily had as big 
of an impact on me as the Cocteau 
Twins did. Mike VanPorfleet and later 
with Tara Vanflower created something 
that has never even come close to being 
matched. 

As far as inspiration goes it can come 
from pretty much anywhere. I draw a lot 
from environment experiences. Where I 
live in Arizona it's easy to wander out in 
the desert and just be totally 
overwhelmed by it's sights and sounds. 
Sometimes I draw from personal 
experience, especially during the time I 
recorded "Surface", which revolves 
around a very ugly time period in my 
personal life. The scary thing about 
inspiration is it can come from anywhere 
and also leave without warning. 

Do you think the whole writing / 
performing aspect of what you do has 
changed the way you look at the 
industry, or music as a whole? 

Definitely. Some ways good, some ways 
bad. The good ways are that I’ve had 
the chance to be exposed to so many 
bands I wouldn't have had a chance to 
hear otherwise. Just when I thought the 
world ended with Clan of Xymox here 
comes the Internet. It feels so good to 


network with so many people. 

Have you been involved in any other 
projects musicwise? 

A couple of them, actually. My first one 
was a reinterpretation of a track by 
ambient artist John Zorko, who's project 
is called "Falling You". It was a 
reinterpretation of the song "...and the 
muse spoke solemnly". He has it on his 

Torment piece "Dilapidated". That's a 
particularly i nteresting piece. Rik, who is 
Mara's Torment did the music, Na+ from 
the band SkullScreen wrote the lyrics 
and did the vocals, and in my mix I 
added a number of keyboard, drum, and 
guitar tracks, and reassembled the song. 
Rik and Na+ were kind enough to give 
me permission to do this, and Rik 
allowed me to host the piece on the 
Ashengrace site. 

Where do you see Ashengrace Going 
in the future; where would you like to 
take this? 

Touring. Definitely. I want this out on the 
road as soon as possible. There are a 
ton of bands, known and unknown that 
I'd love to share the stage with and 
we've had lots of requests from people 
everywhere for live shows. It's time to 
give 'em what they want. I remember 
not too long ago when I went to see 
Gossamer in Ohio. It was during "Run" 
while I was watching them play and all I 
could think was "God, I miss this”. 


What's your take on the music scene 
right now, mainstream and 
underground? 

The problem with dissecting the 
"mainstream" music scene is that covers 
an awful lot of different styles, and 
there's always some little piece inside of 
each of those styles that I find appealing 
at one point or another. But like always 
it's empty, trite, tired, and utterly full of 


shit. I don't give a damn about 
premanufactured boy bands that don't 
even bother writing their own material. 
You just watch how quickly these groups 
pop in and fade out, filling up our 
Americanized appetites for instant 
gratification. 

The nice thing about the underground 
scene is how much it has benefitted 
from the Internet. I'm serious. It's made 
it a lot easier to get your music out to a 
much broader group of people, rather 
than having to play your little home town 
to death; a habit that has destroyed 

Christ, Ashengrace has fans in South 
Africa, the Phillipines, Romania, Russia, 
Australia, England, and Mexico to name 
a few. Before the net that probably 
wouldn't have been possible. 

Is there a new album for Ashengrace 
in the works? 

Actually, at the time of this interview it's 
finished and I'm pressing promos of it as 
we speak. The new album is called 
"Eve and Mistrial". It's a six song e.p. 
that will be a part of a two disc set. Part 
II will be coming out in August. Three of 
the songs are already on the website for 
your listening pleasure, "The Burning 
Year", "Afterglow" (my personal 
favorite), and the most recent 
"Anastasia". This album was written 
during the monsoons so it has a very 
heavy "rain" influence on it. 

Finally, how would you describe your 
music? 

The sound you've been waiting to hear, 
or have forgotten you heard. Music that 
can be anywhere, anytime, anyplace.^ 

email: ashengrace@theriver.com 
Site - http://www.mp3.com/ashengrace 

Ashengrace was interviewed by 
Jessikae 
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Powerful moods and 
melodies from David 
Holton’s lyrics keep 
Ashengrace soaring 
to new atmospheres 


„ to new i 
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Above: Lime Green Lightning 
Dress by Lilith Stabs (not priced) 
with Silver Glitter Boots by Classified 
$55 


Right: Flame Dress by Poison Angel $80 
Boots by Elbe $60 














BARCODE 





































PVC Dress $140 
Black Sheer Underskirt $65 
Neck Corset $15 All courtesy 
Faernyn's Grove 


Look them up at 
www.faernynsgrove.com 
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music reviews 





★ ★★% 

PROFESSIONAL MURDER MUSIC 
Professional Murder Music 
Geffen Records 

Professional Murder Music (PMM) has 
an accomplished history with roots in 
LA. It's debut song 'Slow' was 
featured on the 'End Of Days' 
soundtrack which helped to push PMM 
in the mainstream spotlight with it's 
video in rotation currently on MTV and 
MTV2. Not long after, they would be 
doing shows with Orgy, Fear Factory, 
and Static-X. PMM's self-titled album 
features twelve grinding tracks 
produced by Orgy's Josh Abraham. 
Roman Marisak's talent at vocals 
combined with his self-proclaimed 
punk ethic adds a sense of cohesion to 
all twelve tracks as he croons among 
the pounding bass and powerful 
guitars making for a unique symphony 
of metal and electronics. Noteworthy 
tracks include 'Slow', 'Fall Again', and 

52 Gothic Beamy 


a remake of The Cure's 'A Night Like 
This'. Currently on tour with Monster 
Magnet, PMM's star is definitely on the 


-Constantine 



★ ★ ★ ★ 

RAZED IN BLACK 
Oh My Goth! Maxi-EP 
Cleopatra Records 


rhythms, heavy guitars, and screaming 
vocals." The song carries a wide 
range of background electronic 
rhythms fronted by Romell's 
seductively dark vocals. Now toss in 
the sometimes breathless female 
vocals and you have an epic ballad 
repeating itself like a lover's tragic 
litany over and over... 

-Constantine 



'Oh my goth!’ is easily one of the finest 
club hits to take the summer of 2001 
by full force. This EP features six 
masterfully produced remixes from the 
creative mind of Romell Regulacion 
with versions of the single spun by 
European DJ legends 0J RIB, DJ 
EVIL, and Matthew Grim. Track five 
features a clever cover of New Order's 
'Everything's Gone Green' by providing 
a progressive theme that makes the 
song work beautifully. Romell's music 
has been described as "...meshing 
hard edged electronics, pulsating 


JENNIFER HOPE 
Reflections Of An Enchanted Soul 
Mystic Dreams Music 

The song 'DejS vu' was a track that 
immediately caught my ear and held 
me in a trance-like attention carried 
solely by Jennifer's distinctive vocals. 
Soothing and clear, her voice is like a 
shining light, bright and intense. Her 
next track 'Don't leave Destiny' is 
lovingly produced and performed with 
background rhythms and a solid song 





structure worthy of only an established 
and matured singer/songwriter. One of 
my favorite tracks was her remake of 
Enya's ’Exile' done in such a way that 
it not only compliments the Irish 
Enchantress but also stands out with 
it's own accomplishments in 
harmony and mood. All in all a very 
well written and produced album giving 
credit to her award winning 
co-producer Tomie Reeves. Jennifer is 
sure to be recognized as a strong 
upcoming and very talented vocalist. 

-Constantine 



★ ★★% 

MINDLESS FAITH 
Manifest Destiny 
AlterCulture Records 

Mindless Faith waste no time with their 
first track 'Vultures', turning your world 
upside down as they hurdle you 
through the depths of dark and 
chaotic post-industrial soundscapes. 
You can almost imagine yourself 
caught in a post-apocalyptic landscape 
with Jasin and Chris Sevanick 
belting against the backdrop of wasted 
and desolate factories still churning 
and grinding, their giant metal cogs 
only to be commanded now by their 
music. Thirteen tracks are featured on 
this album with my favorite being 'Stars 
& Stripes & Satellites’ with it's 
impressive build-up of chorus and 
beat. I can only imagine the energy 
produced from one of their live 
performances. 



★ ★ ★ 

LOW SUNDAY 
Elesgiem 
Projekt Records 

Indie, moody, echoing., outstanding! 
Low Sunday truly has a way with the 
balance between euphoria and 
sobriety! Their second full length, 
Elesgiem, offers up some mighty fine 
shoegazy-pop, at one moment 
grounded and constant, the next 
soaring erratically. Take it on good 
faith that this is not by any means an 
artist to pass by. Try tracks "shine" 
and "she follows rain" on MP3.com to 
get a feel for the album. Also, check 
out Projekt online, or plain out demand 
it at your local record store., it's really 



★ ★ ★ ★ 

LACRIMAS PROFUNDERE 
Burning: A Wish 
Napalm Records 


In their fourth album, Burning: A Wish, 
this six-piece German band brings 
forth the ultimate in melancholic, 
forceful rock. It's about as goth as you 
can get without eyeliner. Coming from 
(as many Napalm artists have) an 
extreme metal background, this latest 
album has progressed beyond all 
limitations of metal to orchestrate a 
melodic and very smooth sound. With 
excellent vocals by Christopher 
Schmid.. You can't really go wrong 
with this album. Highly recommended 
are the tracks "a Summer's end" and 
my personal favorite, "morning... grey"; 
three minutes and twelve seconds of 
truly inspiring sadness! This is a nice 
disc for sure, and Lacrimas Profundere 

-Jessikae 



★ ★★★ 

GLAMPIRE 
Drop Dead Gorgeous 
Musesick Records 

Wow. This is the funkiest thing I’ve 
had the pleasure of listening to., ever! 
Maintaining goth drama and glam. 

Drop Dead Gorgeous is a wake up call 
and kick in the ass to those stuck in 
the minor key. Glampire is a 
one-piece band solely produced, 
sampled and composed by the man 
himself. By god, it’s downright 
inspiring! The album from start to 
finish (over an hour of fresh goth pop) 
is great as a whole, however if I had to 
pick highlights (and I do) I'd 


-Constantine 
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‘Let Your Love Decide', and ‘Look 
Who's Laughing at You Now'. Go 
pick this one up. Glampire makes t 
neat addition. 

-Jessikae 



★ ★★ 

OMNIbOX 

Alpha 

ADSR Musicwerks 

Alpha is the debut album from 
OMNIbOX. The album features seven 
tracks with track six 'Ultron 5' an 
extremely strong standout song. 

'Ultron 5‘ has a sense of real direction 
with it’s lyrics and rhythms working and 
complimenting one another. The 
timing sequences coupled with 
Brandon's vocals make this song one . 
of the finest I've heard. TraGk two 
'Outer Heaven' combines intricate 
electro nuances with supporting lilting 
female vocals. 'Outer Heaven' is sure 
to be a favorite among club DJ's. All in 
all a great effort for a first album from a 
band I'm sure we’ll all hear more from. 


-Constantine 



So, who ever wondered what 
happened to the six year old boy in 
Marilyn Manson's 'Lunchbox' video? I 
guess you know where I'm going with . 
this. That's right, little Robert Pierce 
isn't so little anymore, and he is 
working on his own material. This 
demo CD is actually a couple years old 
now, and I hear that his new releases 
to come are bounds and leaps past 
"demos". Even still, for those curious, 
you can get more info on Spookykid on 
the SpookDaddy records site, host also 
to bands Mind Mural and Ancient 
Tragedy. Bound for misinterpretation 
and controversy -for $6 + shipping, it's 
certainly worth a look. 

-Jessikae 


The German gothic metai legends 
bring us this 2CD set capturing the 
best of Crematory spanning their entire 
career. Disc one features sixteen live 
tracks with disc two featuring bonus 
tracks and demos. For all the fans 
world-wide this Limited Edition 2CD set 
is a MUST have, it's included 
mini-booklet, featuring exclusive band 
pictures and concert photos, is worth 
the retail price alone. For new fans 
just tuning in, looking for a power 
guitar and drums sound, these guys 
are for you. Felix does a remarkable 
job live with his deep vocals adding to 
the over-all effect and power from the 
guitars, drums, and synths. 

-Constantine 



★ ★ ★ ★ 

IN STRICT CONFIDENCE 
Love Kills! 

WTII Records 



SPOOKYKID 

Demos 

SpookDaddy Records 


Some of the finest electro available 
hails from Germany with it's export In 
Strict Confidence living up to the 
reputation. In Strict Confidence has • 
been around a while building a large 
fan base world-wide. Their use of 
technique is superb. Love Kills! 
Features twelve well-crafted tracks 
with each song a real electro 
masterpiece. Nadine Stelzer's guest 
vocals add depth among the vibrant, 
almost living, sound-structures 
surrounding her. They both take 
center-stage on track seven 'Silent 
Memorial'. Beautifully composed and 
skillfully completed, this album will 
make your blood pulse in anticipation 


-Constantine 










★ ★ ★ ★ 

FICTIONAL 
Fictitious [+] 
Metropolis Records 


Hailing from L.A., and heralded as the 
best industrial act of the region, Rakit 
packs quite a punch. On this release 
you'll find six tracks, wrought with 
tension, angst, and most of all driving 
force. It's brash, bitter neo-industrial 
you can easily dance to, essentially. 
After hearing this album, it certainly 
didn't surprise me that their popularity 
is growing fast. A song that sticks out 
for me in particular is the single, 'No 
Pain’. What can I say., it gets you 
moving. For more information on Rakit 
and their upcoming shows and 
features, log on to their website and be 
sure to check out the interview 
featured in this issue of Gothic Beauty. 

-Jessikae 



★ ★★★ 

THIS ASCENSION 
Tears In Rain 
Projekt Records 


The song 'Blue Lights' explodes right 
from the get-go making you feel the 
song's dynamic and yet simple 
complexity. The gripping chorus and 
recurring electro riffs have made this 
song a hit on club dance floors 
world-wide. Gerrit’s vocals are 
refreshingly clear and controlled. 

Once again, it's their concept of simple 
complexity that makes his voice 
memorable and makes the song work 
very well. Metropolis Records is 
known for the talent signed with their 
label and Fictional is among one of 
their finest. If you already own this 
album, then you know that you have 
twelve dance-packed electro songs. 

-Constantine 



★ ★★★★ 

ASHENGRACE 

Surface 


★ ★★★ 

RAKIT 

Rakit 

Jag Rak Music 


This album is one long, tidal 
masterpiece. Possessing the ebb and 
flow of oceanic emotion, 1 consider . 
Ashengrace to be one of the 
best-produced and atmospheric artists 
oftheshoegaze genre. Surface is 
but one of several fantastic releases, in 
fact, and the forthcoming Eden is 
worth giving a listen to as well. You 
can check it out oh' MP3.com. As 
David H. himself put it, these are 
’big-sounding' songs. They will engulf 
you in an undertow of marvelous 

Surface is the track entitled 
'November', but honestly this is meant 
to be a whole-disc listening experience. 
Don't miss it!!! 

-Jessikae 



This is truly persuasive, flowing music 
with echoing, lovely vocals slightly 
reminiscent of early Natalie Merchant. 
This Ascension provides an 
atmosphere which is at once relaxed 
and invigorating. Fertile like a cloud 
heavy with cleansing rain, this album 
holds the promise of fresh melodies. 
Tracks 3 and 6 are definite highlights. 
Integrating both lyrical and 
instrumental tracks, Tears In Rain is 
quite a well-rounded listening 
experience. Another album to look for 
is This Ascension's release, Light and 
Shade. As it's title suggests, Light and 
Shade strikes an artful balance of 
uplifting and somber melodies. 
Melancholy never seemed so hopeful! 

-Jessikae 
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Plus other stuff from: Alien Sex Fiend - Apocalyptica - At The Gates - Atari Teenage Riot 

Berzerker - Bile - Black Tape for a Blue Girl - Burzum - Cannibal Corpse - Chemlab - Children Of Bodom - Christian Death - Coal 
Chamber - Conflict - Cradle Of Filth - Crass - Cryptopsy - Cubanate - Danzig - Dark Funeral - Dark Throne - Dead Kennedys 
Deadlights- Dillinger Escape Plan - Electric Hellfire Club - Exploited- Fear Factory 

Front Line Assembly - Funker Vogt - Genitorturers - GG Allin - God sh GWAR - Katatonia - Kill II This 

Machine Head - Mayhem - Misfits - Morbid Angel - Mortician - Mudvayne - My Dying Bride - Nailbomb - Nasum - Opeth - Primer SS 
Punkassgear -Samhain -Satanlovesyou - Silicon Diva - Slayer -Soulfly- System Of A Down - Type O Negative - Witchery and more... 


iweb-www.punkassgear.com or www.satanlovesyou.com [e-maii-slaves@punkassgear.com} 
[mail-knstoff industries (kristoff.com) - p.o. box 32301 - euclid oh 441321 [phone-216.227.13981 










